
Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Wednesday, July 23, 2014 

 

 

 

ATTENTION 
 

Probate cases on this calendar are currently under review by the 

probate examiners.  Review of some probate cases may not be 

completed and therefore have not been posted.   

 

If your probate case has not been posted please check back again later.  

 

Thank you for your patience. 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Wednesday, July 23, 2014 

1A Xnaphard Richard Canada (Estate) Case No. 04CEPR00352 
Atty Kruthers, Heather (for Public Administrator) 
 Atty Canada, Richard Allen (Pro Per – Son – Former Administrator) 
 Probate Status Hearing Re: Failure to File a First Account or Petition for Final  
 Distribution [Prob. C. 12200, et seq.] 

DOD: 12-1-02 RICHARD ALLEN CANADA, Son, was 
appointed Administrator with Full IAEA 
with bond of $17,000.00 on 5-4-04. 
 
Bond of $17,000.00 was filed and 
Letters issued on 5-7-04. 
 
Inventory and Appraisal filed 7-6-04 
indicates a total estate value of 
$90,000.00 consisting of real property 
located at 2365 South Lily in Fresno. 
 
On 2-25-13, Attorney C. Michael 
Farmer filed a Notice of Change of 
Address, which prompted review of the 
status of this case. 

 
On 3-1-13, the Court set status hearing 
for 4-12-13 for failure to file a first 
account or petition for final distribution.  
 
The matter was continued to 6-21-13. 
On that date, there were no 
appearances. The Court removed Mr. 
Canada and appointed the FRESNO 
COUNTY PUBLIC ADMINISTRATOR. 
 
Status Report filed 9-9-13 states the 
Public Administrator has attempted to 
contact the former administrator by 
contacting his daughter and the 
attorney; however, has not been able 
to make contact. The former 
administrator’s former attorney, C. 
Michael Farmer, reported that the 
former administrator may have 
distributed the proceeds from the sale 
of the house, the only asset, to him and 
his sister. If so, the surviving spouse did 
not receive her 1/3 share, and none of 
the several creditors were paid. The 
Public Administrator will continue to 
attempt to find the former 
administrator, and requests the Court 
set an Order to Show Cause requiring 
Mr. Canada to personally appear, and 
that this matter be set out for at least 
60 days to allow time to investigate. 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 
 
Minute Order 4-12-13: Counsel informs the 
Court that Mr. Canada has agreed to work 
with him with respect to this matter. 
 
Minute Order 6-21-13: No appearances. The 
Court removes Richard Canada as the 
administrator and appoints the Public 
Administrator as the personal 
representative. Continued to 9-20-13.  
 
Minute Order 9-20-13: Ms. Kruthers informs 
the Court that she will be filing a petition for 
surcharge and will provide notice to the 
bonding company at that time. The Court 
sets the matter for an Order to Show Cause 
on 12/6/13 regarding failure to appear and 
imposition of sanctions in the amount of 
$500.00 as to Richard Canada. Richard 
Canada is ordered to be personally present 
on 12/6/13. Continued to: 12/6/13 at 
09:00a.m. in Dept 303. Set on: 12/6/13 at 
09:00a.m. in Dept 303 for: Order to Show 
Cause Re: Failure to Appear; Imposition of 
Sanctions in the Amount of $500.00 
 
1. Need first account or petition for final 

distribution or current status report. 
 

2. Need proof of service of Notice of 
Hearing with a copy of the status report 
on parties that have requested special 
notice pursuant to Probate Code §1252. 

 
Note: The file indicates that the decedent 
left a spouse who relocated to Lapu Lapu 
City, Philippines, after the decedent’s 
death, and two adult children, including the 
Administrator, who reside in Fresno.  
 
Note: There have been numerous creditor’s 
claims filed in this estate totaling $11,748.70. 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Wednesday, July 23, 2014 

1B   Xnaphard Richard Canada (Estate)              Case No. 04CEPR00352 
Atty Kruthers, Heather (for Public Administrator) 
 Atty Canada, Richard Allen (Pro Per – Son – Former Administrator) 

   
 Order to Show Cause Re: Failure to Appear; Imposition of Sanctions in the Amount  

 of $500.00 (As to Richard Canada) 

 

 RICHARD ALLEN CANADA, Son, was 
appointed Administrator with Full IAEA 
with bond of $17,000.00 on 5-4-04. 
 
Bond of $17,000.00 was filed and Letters 
issued on 5-7-04. 
 
Inventory and Appraisal filed 7-6-04 
indicates a total estate value of 
$90,000.00 consisting of real property 
located at 2365 South Lily in Fresno. 
 
On 2-25-13, Attorney C. Michael Farmer 
filed a Notice of Change of Address, 
which prompted review of the status of 
this case. 

 
On 3-1-13, the Court set status hearing 
for 4-12-13 for failure to file a first 
account or petition for final distribution.  
 
The matter was continued to 6-21-13. 
On that date, there were no 
appearances. The Court removed Mr. 
Canada and appointed the FRESNO 
COUNTY PUBLIC ADMINISTRATOR. 

 

At continued status hearing on 9-20-13, 

the Court set this Order to Show Cause 

Re: Failure to Appear, Imposition of 

Sanctions Richard Canada was ordered 

to be personally present. 

 

Notice was mailed to Mr. Canada, Ms. 

Kruthers, and the surety. 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

Continued from 12-6-13, 2-27-14,  

5-28-14 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Wednesday, July 23, 2014 

1C Xnaphard Richard Canada (Estate) Case No. 04CEPR00352 
Atty Kruthers, Heather (for Public Administrator) 
 Atty Canada, Richard Allen (Pro Per – Son – Former Administrator) 

 Status Hearing Re: Petition for Surcharge 

 RICHARD ALLEN CANADA, Son, was 
appointed Administrator with Full IAEA 
with bond of $17,000.00 on 5-4-04. 
 
Bond of $17,000.00 was filed and Letters 
issued on 5-7-04. 
 
Inventory and Appraisal filed 7-6-04 
indicates a total estate value of 
$90,000.00 consisting of real property 
located at 2365 South Lily in Fresno. 
 
On 2-25-13, Attorney C. Michael Farmer 
filed a Notice of Change of Address, 
which prompted review of the status of 
this case. 

 
On 3-1-13, the Court set status hearing 
for 4-12-13 for failure to file a first 
account or petition for final distribution.  
 
The matter was continued to 6-21-13. 
On that date, there were no 
appearances. The Court removed Mr. 
Canada and appointed the FRESNO 
COUNTY PUBLIC ADMINISTRATOR. 
 
The status hearing for failure to file, etc., 
(Page 1A) has been continued 
numerous times. On 2-27-14, the Court 
set this status hearing re Petition for 
Surcharge. 
 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

Continued from 5-28-14 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Wednesday, July 23, 2014 

2 Elsa Williams aka Ragnhild E. Williams (CONS/E) Case No. 06CEPR00542 
 Atty Kruthers, Heather H (for Petitioner/Conservator Public Guardian) 

 Petition for Fees for Conservator and her Attorney 

 

Age: 78 years PUBLIC GUARDIAN, Conservator, is 

petitioner.  

 

Petitioner states on 2/23/10 the court 

approved the petitioner’s second account, 

including the dispensation of further 

accountings.  All of the requirements set 

forth in Probate Code 2628(b) remain.  The 

conservatee is on Medi-Cal.  The State 

allows the share of cost normally paid to the 

facility for Medi-Cal clients to be used to 

pay a conservator’s fees instead.  It requires 

a court order stating that fees are owed 

and approved.   

 

The Conservator and her attorney have 

provided services to the conservatee 

without payment since October 26, 2009.  

 

Petitioner requests the court approve 

payments to the conservator and her 

attorney as follows: 

 

Conservator  - $3,640.24 (9.15 

Deputy hours @ $96/hr and 36.34 Staff hours 

@ $76/hr) 

Attorney  - $750.00 (5 hrs @ 

$150/hr) 

Petitioner request that due to the 

insufficiency of the estate to pay the fees 

and commissions that a lien be imposed 

upon the estate for any unpaid balances of 

the authorized fees and commissions.  

Petitioner prays for an Order: 

1. Authorizing the conservator and 

attorney fees and commissions 

2. Authorize petitioner to impose a lien 

on the estate for any unpaid 

balances of authorized fees and 

commissions 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Wednesday, July 23, 2014 

 3 Stella Hagopian (CONS/PE) Case No. 07CEPR00272 
 Atty Kruthers, Heather  H  (for Petitioner/Conservator Public Guardian) 

 Atty Istanboulian, Flora (court appointed for the conservatee)    

 Petition for Fees for Conservator and her Attorney 

 

Age: 75 years PUBLIC GUARDIAN, Conservator, is petitioner.  

 

Petitioner states on 2/22/11 the court 

approved the petitioner’s second account, 

including the dispensation of further 

accountings.  All of the requirements set forth 

in Probate Code 2628(b) remain.  The 

conservatee is on Medi-Cal.  The State allows 

the share of cost normally paid to the facility 

for Medi-Cal clients to be used to pay a 

conservator’s fees instead.  It requires a court 

order stating that fees are owed and 

approved.   

 

The Conservator and her attorney have 

provided services to the conservatee without 

payment since September 23, 2010.  

 

Petitioner requests the court approve 

payments to the conservator and her 

attorney as follows: 

 

Conservator  - $3.201.36(17.91 

Deputy hours @ $96/hr and 19.50 Staff hours 

@ $76/hr) 

Attorney  - $750.00 (5 hrs @ 

$150/hr) 

Petitioner request that due to the 

insufficiency of the estate to pay the fees 

and commissions that a lien be imposed 

upon the estate for any unpaid balances of 

the authorized fees and commissions.  

Petitioner prays for an Order: 

3. Authorizing the conservator and 

attorney fees and commissions 

4. Authorize petitioner to impose a lien 

on the estate for any unpaid 

balances of authorized fees and 

commissions 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

 

1. Notice of Hearing filed on 

7/3/14 shows the hearing 

date as June 23, 2014 and 

not July 23, 2014.  Need 

proof of service of the 

Notice of Hearing with the 

correct hearing date served 

on the conservatee Stella 

Hagopian.   
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Wednesday, July 23, 2014 

 8 Evelyn I. Ford (Estate) Case No. 14CEPR00536 
 Atty Keeler, William J. (for Petitioner Susan Jean Frantzich) 

 Atty Cobb, Lee S.W. (for Objector Casey S. Rogers) 
 Petition for Probate of Will and for Letters Testamentary; Authorization to  

 Administer Under IAEA (Prob. C. 8002, 10450) 

 

DOD: 12-23-13 SUSAN JEAN FRANTZICH, 

Daughter, is Petitioner and 

requests appointment as 

Executor with Full IAEA without 

bond. 

 

Full IAEA – need publication 

 

Will dated: 7-9-09 

1st Codicil dated 10-28-09 

2nd Codicil dated 5-10-12 

3rd Codicil dated 3-14-13 

4th Codicil (Holographic Writing) 

dated 3-6-13 

 

Residence: Clovis 

Publication: need  

 

Estimated value of estate: 

Unknown 

 

Probate Referee:  

Steven Diebert 

 

Casey Scott Rogers, Grandson, 

Named Executor, and Trustee of 

Eugene M. and Evelyn I. Ford 

Family Trust, filed his Opposition 

to this petition as well as a 

competing petition on  

7-11-14 that is set for hearing on 

8-20-14.  

 

Opponent requests the Court 

deny this petition for the reasons 

provided. Opponent specifically 

objects to admission of the 

handwritten document dated 

on or about 3-6-13 to probate. 

See Opposition for details.  

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 
 
Note: Competing petition filed by Casey Scott 
Rogers is set for hearing on 8-20-14. 
 
Note: Related trust matter 14CEPR00485 has an 
upcoming hearing date of 8-7-14  
(Ms. Frantzich’s petition and Mr. Rogers’ 
demurrer thereon). 
 
1. Petitioner is not the named Executor. 

Decedent’s 3rd Codicil dated 3-14-13 
nominates Casey Scott Rogers as Executor 
and James M. Bell as first alternate Executor. 
If both fail to act, then Petitioner, along with 
her two siblings, Nancy Lee Ford and Patricia 
Elaine Coffman, are named as 2nd alternate 
co-executors.  
 
Petitioner states Mr. Rogers and Mr. Bell have 
failed to act and requests that she be 
appointed as sole Executor, but does not 
state why she should be appointed without 
the other named 2nd alternate co-executors.  
 
Need authority for appointment or 
declinations to serve from Mr. Rogers,  
Mr. Bell, Ms. Ford, and Ms. Coffman.  
 
Note: Mr. Rogers has filed a competing 
petition that is set for hearing on 8-20-14. It 
would appear he has priority under §8420. 
 

2. Petitioner requests appointment without 
bond because the will waives bond for 
named executors. However, Petitioner is 
named as 2nd alternate executor along with 
two additional co-executors. Therefore, 
need waivers of bond from all heirs or 
estimated value of estate for basis of bond. 
Probate Code §8002(a)(4). 

 
3. Need publication. Probate Code §8120.  

 
4. Need dates of death of the decedent’s 

deceased spouse and all other deceased 
relatives listed at #8. Local Rule 7.1.1.D. 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Wednesday, July 23, 2014 

 11 Loring Raymond Williams (Estate) Case No. 12CEPR00741 
 Atty Hemb, Richard E. (for Karen K. Williams – Administrator)   

 Status Hearing Re: Filing of Petition for Final Distribution  

DOD: 06/22/12 KAREN K. WILLIAMS, daughter, was 

appointed as Administrator with limited 

IAEA and funds to be deposited into a 

blocked account on 06/04/13.  Letters 

of Administration were issued on 

06/10/13. 

 

Inventory & Appraisal, Final – filed 

12/09/13 - $179,919.84 

 

Minute Order from hearing on 03/28/14 

set this matter for status regarding filing 

the Accounting/Report of Administrator 

and Petition for Final Distribution. 

 

Clerk’s Certificate of Mailing filed 

06/13/14 states that a copy of the 

Minute Order from 06/13/14 was mailed 

to Richard Hemb on 06/13/14. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

CONTINUED FROM 06/13/14 

Minute Order from 06/13/14 states: 

No appearances.  Matter continued 

to 07/14/14.  The Court orders 

Richard Hemb to be personally 

present on 07/14/14. 

 

 

1. Need Accounting/Report of 

Administrator and Petition for 

Final Distribution. 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Wednesday, July 23, 2014 

12A Savannah & Ruben Murillo (GUARD/P) Case No. 05CEPR01165 
 Atty Munoz, Sally (pro per – maternal grandmother/guardian)  
Atty Amavisca, Angela (pro per – mother/Petitioner)    

 Amended Petition for Termination of Guardianship 

Savanah, 10 

 

ANGELA AMAVISCA, mother, is Petitioner. 
 
SALLY MUNOZ, maternal grandmother, was appointed as 
Guardian of the minors on 03/27/06. – Personally served on 
04/24/14 
 
Father: RUBEN MURILLO – served by mail on 04/24/14 
 
Paternal grandfather: RUBEN MURILLO – served by mail on 
04/24/14 
Paternal grandmother: JUANITA MURILLO – served by mail on 
04/24/14 
 
Maternal grandfather: RUDY AMAVISCA – served by mail on 
04/24/14 
 
Petitioner states that she has been clean and sober since she 
completed a drug rehab program in April 2009.  She has 
been gainfully employed since July 2009 and has been 
caring for the children since April 2009, first when she moved 
into her mother’s home with the children and then in their 
own home from February 2011 until the guardian removed 
the children from her home upon learning of her petition to 
terminate the guardianship.  Petitioner states that she 
appreciates the help her mother provided to her children 
when she was unable to care for them, but she is now fully 
capable and ready to care for her children and requests that 
the guardianship be terminated.  Petitioner states that her 
mother will object to the termination and try to accuse her of 
using drug, therefore, she has voluntarily attached a hair 
follicle drug test showing negative results over a 90 day 
period.  Petitioner further states that the guardian uses foul 
language, including making repeated disparaging remarks 
about Petition in front of the children and may be motivated 
by money to keep the guardianship in place due to the 
public assistance she received on behalf of the children. 
 
Objection to Termination of Guardianship filed 04/30/14 
states: that there has been domestic violence between the 
parents and they have now split up.  Guardian suspects that 
the mother is drinking heavily and possible using drugs.  
Guardian states that the mother is bringing strange men to 
the home and she fears for the minor’s safety.  She does not 
agree with terminating the guardianship at this time.  She 
states that the mother was doing better at one time, but has 
slipped again. 
 
Court Investigator Jo Ann Morris filed a report on 05/05/14.   
 
Declaration filed 06/13/14 by Objector/Guardian, Sally 
Munoz attaches a letter from Choices Compliance Solutions 
stating that the drug test form provided by Petitioner in her 
Petition to Terminate the guardianship is fabricated, fake and 
states that she has never drug tested at their facility.  The 
letter states that the fake drug test should be considered as a 
positive drug test with severe consequences. 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/ 

COMMENTS: 

 

Note: Per Notice 

of Limited Scope 

Representation 

filed 5-22-14, 

Attorney Zepure 

Attashian 

represented 

Angela Amavisca 

for the hearing on 

5-14-14 only. 

 

Minute Order 

06/18/14: The 

visitation order 

remains in full 

force and effect. 

 

Mediation 

Agreement filed 5-

15-14 by Guardian 

Sally Munoz 

provides a 

visitation schedule 

and states 

continued 

mediation will be 

held on 6-18-14. 

 

As of 7/21/14, 

nothing further has 

been filed 

regarding this 

petition. 

Ruben, 9 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Wednesday, July 23, 2014 

12B Savannah & Ruben Murillo (GUARD/P) Case No. 05CEPR01165 
 Atty Munoz, Sally (pro per – maternal grandmother/guardian)  

Atty Amavisca, Angela (pro per – mother/Petitioner)    
 Status Hearing 

Savanah, 10 

 

ANGELA AMAVISCA, Mother, filed an 

Amended Petition for Termination of 

Guardianship on 4-24-14.  

 

SALLY MUNOZ, Guardian, filed an 

Objection on 4-30-14. 

 

The parties were referred to mediation 

on 5-14-14. 

 

Per mediation agreement, additional 

mediation is to occur on 6-17-14. 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

CONTINUED FROM 06/18/14 Ruben, 9 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Wednesday, July 23, 2014 

14 Thomas Acosta, Jr. (Estate) Case No. 14CEPR00377 
 Atty Acosta, Rosie H. (Pro Per – Petitioner – Mother)   

 Amended Petition for Letters of Administration; Authorization to Administer Under IAEA (Prob.  

 C. 8002, 10450) 

DOD: 03/31/2014 ROSIE H. ACOSTA, mother, is petitioner and 

requests appointment as Administrator without 

bond.   

 

All heirs waive bond 

 

Full IAEA – o.k.  

 

Decedent died intestate 

Residence: Fresno 

Publication: The Fresno Bee  

 

Estimated value of the Estate: 

Personal Property  $572,640.00 

Real property   $227,000.00 

Total    $799, 640.00 

 

Probate Referee: Rick Smith  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 
 

1. #5a(7) or #5a(8) was not 

answered regarding issue 

of predeceased child.   
  

 

 

 

 

Note: If the petition is granted 

status hearings will be set as 

follows:  

• Wednesday, 01/07/2015 

at 9:00a.m. in Dept. 303 for 

the filing of the inventory 

and appraisal and  

• Wednesday, 09/23/2015 

at 9:00a.m. in Dept. 303 for 

the filing of the first 

account and final 

distribution.   

Pursuant to Local Rule 7.5 if the 

required documents are filed 10 

days prior to the hearings on the 

matter the status hearing will 

come off calendar and no 

appearance will be required.  
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Wednesday, July 23, 2014 

 1 Taylor Lynn and Byron Michael Cheek  Case No. 08CEPR00940 
 Atty Ruiz, Richard A. (for Tania Cheek – mother/Petitioner)   

 Atty Mathes, Karen L. (for Terry & Linda Cheek – paternal grandparents/guardians)   
 Status Hearing 

 TERRY and LINDA CHEEK, paternal grandparents, were 
appointed as guardians on 12-1-08. 
 
TANIA CHEEK, mother, filed a petition for termination of 
the guardianship, which was denied on 7-24-13. 
 
On 7-24-13, the Court referred the case to CPS to 
check on who is living in the home with the child and its 
safety. DSS Social Worker Keith Hodge was present in 
Court. Mr. Hodge was asked to submit a report to the 
Court and to the other parties. The Court ordered a 
marginal increase in visitation between the mother and 
the children and set a status hearing for 2-11-14. 
 
On 2-11-14, the matter was set for trial on 3-24-14; 
however, on 3-11-14, Karen Mathis, attorney for 
Guardians, filed a Statement of Disqualification of 
Judge Robert Oliver. The trial date was vacated 
pending resolution of the motion for disqualification. 
On 4-1-14, Madera Superior Court Judge Charles A. 
Wieland denied the challenge/ disqualification. Judge 
Oliver thereafter filed an Answer and set a status 
hearing for 4-24-14 re: visitation for 4-24-14. 
 
On 4-23-14, Attorneys Mathes and Ruiz filed a joint 
status statement requesting to vacate the status 
hearing and proceed pursuant to the Court’s order of 
3-18-14; however, the document was not filed timely 
and further was not filed as an ex parte request for 
order; therefore appearance was required at the 
hearing on 4-24-14. 
 
On 4-24-14, there were no appearances. The Court set 
a status hearing as a courtesy to counsel to choose a 
hearing date for evidentiary hearing to accommodate 
all parties’ calendars. The Order to Appear was mailed 
to the attorneys on 4-25-14. 
 
On 6-3-14, the Court set Settlement Conference for  
6-24-14 and Court Trial for 9-30-14. 
 
Minute Order 6-24-14 (Settlement Conference):  
Both counsel are ordered to work together regarding 
the evaluation of Byron. Therapeutic visits shall 
continue and all prior orders shall remain in full force 
and effect. Further orders of the Court are as fully set 
forth on the record. Ms. Mathes is directed to prepare 
the order. Trial remains set for 9/30/14. Set on 7/23/14 @ 
10:00 a.m. Dept. 303 for: Status Hearing 
 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/ 
COMMENTS: 
  
Note: This matter will be 
heard at 10:00 am. 
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